
A trusted leader transforming healthcare and cultivating a healthier community

For the first time in the history of Windsor-Essex, 
we have a hospital whose sole focus in on non- 
acute care. This is very significant, historical 
and something as a community we should be 
proud of. With that said, there is no doubt that 
healthcare has been changing continuously and 
quickly in the past years especially in our region.

Over the last two years my team has been working 
hard to get the word out about Hôtel-Dieu Grace Healthcare; who we are 
and what we do. We have undertaken a very active strategy to increase our 
social media presence on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube connecting with 
diverse demographics sharing our events, initiative, programs and photos.  
We have also received positive media coverage on significant events such as 
the grand opening of the new state-of-the-art Rehabilitation and Wellness 
Centre from media outlets, locally, regionally and even internationally.

Very clearly in our vision we identify our responsibility in “cultivating a 
healthier community.” As we strive to ensure a healthier community it is 
important to recognize that we cannot do this alone. To help, we rely on the 
dedication and commitment from our community partners, volunteers and 
fundraising events.

In partnership with The Hospice of Windsor and Essex County, we launched 
the No One Dies Alone Program where The Hospice provides training for 
volunteers to reassure end-of-life patients they will never be left alone and 
always comforted by a friendly face. This partnership allows Hôtel-Dieu 
Grace Healthcare to learn from our community experts in palliative care and 
provide the same comforts and supports to our patients here on campus.

In combination with our communication efforts and partnerships, Hôtel- 
Dieu Grace Healthcare hosts 4 signature events annually. Last year, The 
Annual Big Night Gala raised a net of $51,890.77 for Adult Mental Health 
Services. In addition to seeing a revenue increase from the previous years’ 
event, the 2015 Gala saw an increase in attendance (574 up from 393 in 
2014) as well as an increase in event sponsorship with 22 organizations 
participating on various levels, almost tripling 2014 sponsorship.
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Events such as The Heart Breaker Challenge and The Bob Probert Ride have raised 
a combined total of over $150,000 in 2015 to support Hôtel-Dieu Grace Healthcare 
Cardiac and Pulmonary Rehab programs.

The Coffee Bar in the Emara Building also opened in 2015 to provide refreshments 
and snacks to patients and loved-ones during cafeteria off-hours. The coffee bar was 
made possible through the generosity of our community partners In Honour of the 
Ones We Love with a nearly $250,000 donation.

Initiatives like the coffee bars and gift shops operate through the dedication, time 
and passion of our 600 HDGH volunteers who this year contributed $30,000 to the 
organization. The time, energy, dedication and support they show to our organization 
is truly invaluable and make our efforts in changing lives that much more attainable.

Recognizing that there is limited to no new government money for hospitals, it is clear 
that we must find new and sustainable ways to grow and invest in innovation and 
research for tomorrow’s patients. As such, we continue to pursue opportunities for 
research and innovation partnerships and expand our footprint in this area. We have 
a number of exciting projects happening in this area including, the AngioDefender 
Cardiac Study with Everist Health led by Dr. Nathania Liem and Dr. Amr Morsi.

We are involved in discussions with the World Health Innovation Centre at 
the University Of Windsor Odette School Of Business as well as the Biomedical 
Engineering Program at St. Clair College. In the next year, it is our intent to execute 
formalized agreements with both programs.

We are beginning to officially launch the Changing Lives Together Foundation 
recognizing that Windsor-Essex has the benefit of two distinct hospitals working 
in collaboration to service the needs of Windsor-Essex. With that said, it will be the 
mandate of the Changing Lives Together Foundation to focus on Hôtel-Dieu Grace 
Healthcare and the programs and services we deliver. It has the additional unique 
aspect of also including key and like-minded regional partner organizations that are 
equally focused on cultivating a healthier community to work with us.

As a member of this organization, I am proud of what my colleagues have 
accomplished to date and excited for what’s to come while leading the way in non-
acute care in Windsor-Essex. Should you have any questions, please never hestitate 
to contact me via email (bill.marra@hdgh.org) or phone (519-257-5111 ext. 74107).
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